Spa Typing of Staphylococcus aureus Isolates.
Staphylococcal protein A (SPA) consists of Fc-partial-region, X-region, and C-terminal. Spa typing is a genotyping method based on the presence of gene polymorphism in a variable number of 24 bp repeat sequences in the X-region. Spa typing allows highly discriminatory and rapid characterization and prediction of multilocus sequence typing (MLST), ribotyping, and pulsed-field gel electrophoresis (PFGE). DNA sequence-based approaches are becoming more frequently used because of the ease with which sequence data can be transferred between laboratories via the Internet.